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December 24, 2017     Isaiah 9:2-7 

 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. For those living in the land of the shadow of 

death, the light has dawned. 3 You have multiplied the nation. You have increased its joy. They rejoice 

before you like the joy at harvest time, like the celebration when people divide the plunder. 4 For you 

have shattered the yoke that burdened them. You have broken the bar on their shoulders and the rod of 

their oppressor, as you did in the day of Midian.  5 Every boot that marched in battle and the garments 

rolled in blood will be burned. They will be fuel for the fire.  6 For to us a child is born. To us a son is 

given. The authority to rule will rest on his shoulders. He will be named: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  7 There will be no limit to his authority and no end to the 

peace he brings. He will rule on David’s throne and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with 

justice and righteousness from now on, into eternity.  The zeal of the LORD of Armies will accomplish 

this. 

 

To Us a Child is Born.  What Do We do with Such a Gift?   

 

This last Thursday, on December 21st, was the darkest day of the year.  There is a deeper darkness that looms in 

our world, which can’t be measured by a sunrise or a sunset.  Isaiah calls it the shadow of war, oppression and 

death.  It’s author is Satan, who wants to be the spiritual Grinch.  He doubles down his efforts to bring darkness 

and despair into our lives, especially at Christmas.  He tells children, “You can’t be happy this Christmas if you 

don’t get the expensive gift you wanted.”  He says, “How can you dare to celebrate Christmas when your 

spouse isn’t here with you?  What is there to rejoice in when you’ve been so sick and don’t have any money?  

Christmas isn’t going to change the fact that your family is messed up and so is America.  Just wait until you 

end up in war with North Korea.  It’s too cold to be joyful about anything. Stop rejoicing!  Be afraid!”    

 

The Israelites knew this misery of darkness well.  Israel seemed to be a peaceful place to live.  They would 

plant their crops and watch them grow.  But right when it was time for harvest, a whole flood of Midianites and 

other countries would come in and steal all of their harvests.  The Israelites had to hide in the cliffs and the hills 

and watch as the fields they planted were plundered and destroyed.  Every time they thought they would be 

blessed, the Midianites would take their blessings away at every harvest.  Imagine if a hoard of Canadians came 

in every year and stole all of your Christmas gifts from under your tree every year right before it was time for 

you to open them and also stole all of the food out of your freezer.  It was terrible what they were doing to the 

Israelites, and they cried out to the Lord to do something.  

 

But that’s the good thing.  The Israelites had been ignoring the Lord and worshiping false gods when all was 

going well.  So it took a whole lot of misery to wake them up and force them back to God.  As miserable and as 

dark as life can get under the shadow of death, it can be a good thing when the modern day Midianites come in 

and steal the things we find joy in and the things that steal so much of our time and attention.  Hunting, 

shopping, sports, work, they can all become your gods of darkness.  Instead of concentrating on your faith it is 

easy to forget about that as you revolve your life and your happiness around how your sports team is doing or 

over your next vacation or concert.  But as much as you try to find your joy in them, sooner or later the misery 

will come as you live under the shadow of death.  That’s a good thing when it causes you to cry out to the Lord!   
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But Isaiah had good news!  The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. For those living in the 

land of the shadow of death, the light has dawned.  He predicted that it would be like the “day of Midian’s 

defeat.”  That defeat, in and of itself, was an amazing thing.  God chose a man from a lowly clan in the tribe of 

Manasseh, a man by the name of Gideon.  He had only 300 men go into battle with thousands of Midianites 

with just jars, torches, and trumpets.  All the 300 men did was to surround the camp at night, break the jars, and 

blow their trumpets.  In a miracle from God, the Midianite men woke up in a panic, turned on each other in the 

darkness and killed each other.  When they tried to cross the Jordan, the Ephraimite men then killed them on the 

way.  The LORD gave an awesome deliverance with what would be considered the weakest army and the 

lamest weapons ever.  Imagine how happy the Israelites were when they were finally able to stay home for the 

harvest and enjoy the fruit of their labor once again!   

 

In a similar and miraculous way the LORD would deliver us in the future.  For to us a child is born. To us a 

son is given. The authority to rule will rest on his shoulders. He will be named: Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  He would come to us through flesh, as an infant child 

being born.  What infant?  The one who would be born of a virgin, as referenced in Isaiah 7.  The Holy Spirit 

purposely points us to look to a crib, an infant, through which the Messiah would come.  And here we are at 

Christmas, celebrating the fulfillment of this prophecy!  

 

When you look under the tree, you might pay attention first to the size of the packages, and your eyes might pay 

special attention to the bigger ones.  This package would seem very small and insignificant among many other 

gifts.  But He wouldn’t be just any boy, He would be the Mighty God Himself, wrapped up in the flesh of a 

baby boy.  What a heavy gift!  What a holy gift!  Out of all of the great gifts God gives us, spouse, children, 

church, house, health - this gift FAR OUTWEIGHS them all.   

 

The second thing you look for under the tree, are the names on the packages.  Isaiah says, “for us.  to us.”  Just 

prior to today’s text, he specifically mentions Galilee of the GENTILES!  Jesus’ ministry was largely up in 

Galilee!  So this boy would be God’s gift not only to the Jews, but also to the world: to every sinner in the 

world.  FOR us.  TO us.  Those two prepositions are music for the soul this Christmas time.   This is a gift for 

everyone, and yet an individual gift as well.  There is plenty enough of Him to go around, for He is big enough 

for the world, and He will be ruler of the world.  Even Satan and Herod understood the significance of this 

child, for they tried to have Him killed before He grew to power.  He may have looked weak and powerless and 

small in the manger, but God’s plan would be that this boy would grow to become strong and be anointed as the 

Savior and Judge of the world.   

 

He would be called “Wonderful.”  This name takes me back to the story of Samson.  Samson would 

continuously do wonderous and marvelous things that would defy logic!  He would have an unbelievable 

strength that God used to conquer the Philistines.  When Samson’s parents were told that they were going to 

have a child, they asked the Angel of The Lord what His name was.  He said, “Why do you ask my name?  It 

is Wonderful!”  It was so wonderful, that it was really inexpressible.  The name of the LORD, Yahweh, was in 

some ways indescribable.  He would be in charge and direct the affairs of the world.  That’s really what 

Counselor means in this sense.  He doesn’t just pat us on the back and tell us, “It’s ok.”  He plans things, great 

and glorious things - that would come to us through this baby boy.   
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Think how wonderful it is that this God would decide to take on flesh and walk among us: that this God would 

allow Himself to be beaten and crucified: yet this God would use that lowly and weak death to conquer death!  

As Gideon won the battle with unlikely weapons of trumpets and jars and torches, God won the battle with flesh 

and suffering and death and the wood of the cross.  God would bring peace to this earth, not by getting rid of 

suffering and death, but by suffering under it Himself for the sins of the world and then rising to live.  He would 

give this salvation by faith, not by works.  What a wonderful thing what would bring peace!  

 

When I served with the Topeka Police Dept, sometimes we would run into some pretty hairy family situations.  

There was one instance where a father had been working overtime and fallen asleep on the couch.  Sad to say, 

the toddler got herself into trouble and ended up dying from an accident while not being supervised properly.  

When the extended family came to the hospital, some of them wanted to lynch the father for what had 

happened.  Things were getting out of hand, until someone had the wherewithal to call the grandmother of the 

family.  This old and fragile woman came limping into the waiting room and quickly grabbed hold of the 

situation, telling the family to simmer down and not blame the father.  Her authority and the respect the family 

had for her dictated the situation and saved the day.   

 

We tend to find ourselves in a lot of those troubling situations, sometimes from our own worries, sometimes in 

relationships with our own family.  Things can get easily out of hand.  But when Jesus steps in, His forgiveness 

and His mercy come charging into our hearts.  When coming face to face with the darkness of our sin, He 

comforts us with His forgiveness.  When coming face to face with the shadow of death, He comforts us with 

life.  When facing loneliness and despair, He promises us companionship and hope.  This peace is not based on 

health or wealth or prosperity.  The Prince of Peace tells us, “Calm down!  I’ve got this!  Aren’t you forgiven?  

Am I not working all things out for your good?  Isn’t heaven given to those who believe in me?”   

 

But why would He be called “Everlasting Father,” when He is actually the Son?  Well, what did Jesus say to 

Philip when he wanted Jesus to show him the Father?  Jesus said, “If you have seen the Father, you have seen 

me.”  Why?  Because the Father was working in Him and through Him.  Everything Jesus said and did was in 

compliance with and conjunction with the Father.  He is the way to the Father.  So in that sense, everything that 

the Father is, Jesus gives.  We see the Father’s love through the Son.  Without the Son, we can’t really see the 

Father.  The two are, in that sense, inseparable.  And indeed, they are One God, not two gods.  Jesus serves us 

like the Father would, giving us all that we need and providing us with His good gifts of forgiveness, love, and 

protection.   

 

All of these powerful things He does for us, as described through these wonderful names, they are for our 

salvation.  So the loving and tender Fatherly role that the Son plays is what also gives us peace.  They are all 

intertwined with one another, all of these definitions of the Son.   

 

He will rule on David’s throne and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and 

righteousness from now on, into eternity.  The zeal of the LORD of Armies will accomplish this. 

 

You know how sometimes when you are given a chore and you drag your feet about it?  Cleaning up after the 

dog in the backyard is not my son’s favorite duty.  He has to be reminded time and again, and he usually leaves 

a pile or two behind.  I have never seen him jump off the couch and say, “I can’t wait to go clean up after 

Sophie!  This is going to be great!  Where’s the pooper scooper?”  Our King had a much dirtier job He came to 
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do.  He came to clean up after our mess of sin.  He came to get into our dirty world and die under our sin, to 

take the wrath of God.  The birth in the cattle stall - what a perfect backdrop to what a dirty job this King would 

come to do.   Born among cattle that were slaughtered for sacrifice, this baby would become the sacrifice of the 

world.  Placed in a manger that cattle eat from, we would be given a much more wonderful meal than hay.  We 

would be given the body and blood of God, shed for us, to give us eternal life.   

 

How would the King go about His business?  The ZEAL of the LORD will accomplish this.  When you hear of 

someone being a zealot, it almost means that they are obsessed with it.  That’s all they think about and you can’t 

take their mind off of it.  It consumes their thoughts and their actions.  They are zealous for it.   It’s more than 

being a connoisseur of something.  If you are a connoisseur you might enjoy a flavor of something once in 

awhile and pay good money for it, but you aren’t zealous for it.  God was zealous for our salvation.   

 

There are plenty of great athletes in this world who never made it in the pros, and one of the reasons for that 

was because they were LAZY.  They didn’t want to work for it, so their abilities did them no good at all.  That 

baby born in the manger had a mission that He would be zealous to achieve - to pay for the sins of the world.  

He couldn’t be indifferent about it.  He couldn’t say, “I’ll get around to it when I feel like it.  Maybe tomorrow.”   

When He was baptized, He immediately went  to work against the devil.  When His own disciples tried to talk 

Him out of it, He had none of it.  He considered such suggestions to be Satanic.  He had a mission, and He 

wasn’t going to get settled here or lose track of HIs mission, no matter what they thought or said.  There was 

only one way He would achieve peace, and that was through the cross.  He was zealous to save us.  He couldn’t 

wait to rule the nations with righteousness and justice.   

 

Tonight we come together to look at this baby.  There’s something about a sleeping baby that is so comforting 

and peaceful.  Tonight the Holy Spirit takes us to the child being born, and He says to us, “This is your 

Almighty God!  This is your Creator.  This is the Prince of Peace.  He has come to bring righteousness and 

justice on earth.”  What a huge gift!  What an eternal gift!  Sometimes, when someone gives you such a nice 

gift, you sheepishly might say, “I can’t take this!”  But that’s exactly what the Holy Spirit says to us.  This is 

FOR YOU.  This is TO YOU.  Your name is on it.  He came for sinners.  He’s not crying.  You don’t have to 

feed Him or burp Him.  He has come to save you and die for you.  He has come to give you hope and a future in 

the forgiveness of sins and through faith.  He hasn’t come to intrude on your world, He has come to save it.  

Hold this baby in your arms this Christmas and cherish Him as your most precious gift.  Remember what Jesus 

came to do, and have the peace of knowing your sins are forgiven and heaven is yours.  Amen.   


